Speaker Biographies


Amanda Aldridge

Head of Retail

KPMG
Regularly quoted in the media on retail sales trends and other sector issues, Amanda has overall responsibility for leading and developing KPMG’s retail practice in the UK including development of multidisciplinary service offers focused on the sector.  She has been with KPMG for 17 years and her own clients for audit and transportation advice have included Kingfisher, J Sainsbury, Bhs, Signet, MFI, Carpetright, Liberty, French Connection and Etam.

Amanda has responsibility for the compilation of figures for the BRC-KPMG Retail Sales Monitor and comments, each month, on the underlying trends.

She is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales and sat on their Euro Steering Group.

Jeremy Beadles

Commercial Director

British Retail Consortium
Jeremy Beadles is the Commercial Director of the British Retail Consortium and its subsidiary BRC Trading Limited and is responsible for business management and business development within the group as well as the development of the BRC’s publications, standards, training courses and events. 

The British Retail Consortium represents the whole range of retailers, from the large multiples and department stores through to independents, selling a wide selection of products through town-centre, out-of town, rural and virtual stores.

Prior to taking on the role of Commercial Director Jeremy was Director of Environment, Property and Transport at the British Retail Consortium and headed the Corporate Social Responsibility Team with responsibility for all CSR and Sustainability Issues Jeremy and his team were responsible for launching the BRC’s first sectoral sustainability strategy in November 2001 entitled “Towards Retail Sustainability – Protecting our Environment for the Future”.

Prior to joining the BRC Jeremy was an Environmental Lawyer and Consultant with Blake Lapthorn in Southampton acting for blue chip clients on pollution prevention and development of environmental management systems. He was the first Chairman of the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Business Environment Forum and was until recently a long-serving Director of the Southampton Environment Centre.

Nicola Ellen

Manager CSR Strategy

Safeway Stores plc
Nicola Ellen joined Safeway in 1991 and has held a number of positions but always with a focus on the company's environmental strategy.

Since February 2002 she has been responsible for developing, co-ordinating and implementing Safeway's CSR strategy and ensuring the integrity and integration of CSR values and commitments into Safeway's business objectives.

She has been Chairman of the British Retail Consortium Environmental Policy Advisory Group since 2001, and was Deputy Chairman prior to that.

She is also represented on external bodies including:-

.  CBI Scotland, Environment Task Force.

.  Race To The Top Steering Group.

.  CBI, Transport Policy Group.

.  NSCA Cleaner Transport Forum.

.  DTI Innovation and Growth Team for the Environmental Goods and Services

   Sector Market Solutions.

She previously worked in the glass industry and for a short time, after University, in local government.

Maria Sillanpää 

Principal Consultant

KPMG Sustainability Advisory Services
An acknowledged expert on social accountability and sustainability reporting, Maria has the overall responsibility for leading the social accountability, supply chain and values and integrity management offers of KPMG's Sustainability Advisory Services in London. Before joining KPMG, Maria managed the award-winning Ethical Audit Team at The Body Shop International and contributed substantially to the team's reputation as 'trailblazers' in the field of corporate social reporting and auditing.

Maria works with a range of multinational companies across many industry sectors, specifically championing sustainability services within the consumer products and retail sectors.

Maria is a Council member and Director of the Institute of Social and Ethical Accountability, established in 1996 to drive the development of professional standards for social accounting, auditing and reporting and sat on the founding board of the Ethical Trading Initiative. 

Rod Aspinwall

Commissioner

Sustainable Development Commission
Currently 

· Special Adviser-  Enviros Group

· Commissioner-  UK Sustainable Development Commission (UK SDC)

· Chair-  Sustainable Development Forum for Wales

· Professor of Environmental Management-  Cardiff University Planning School (C Plan)

· Chair-  Advisory Board, ESRC Centre for Business Relationships, Accountability, Sustainability and Society (BRASS) Cardiff University

· Member-  Core Faculty & Management Committee, Business and Environment Senior Executive Programme on Sustainability, Cambridge University. 

35 year professional career in Environmental Management. Early career in Oil/minerals exploration and Water Resource Management and Conservation.

Over 25 year period developed Aspinwall & Company, from sole proprietor to multi-disciplinary, international environmental management consultancy --now part of the Enviros Group.

Strong focus now on building capacity in sustainability literacy and best practice implementation for business, administrations and civil society through consultancy, university work, the UK SDC and the emerging Welsh Forum for Sustainable Development.

Mike Barry

Environmental Systems Manager

Marks & Spencer

Mike is environmental systems manager at Marks & Spencer, a position he's held for two and an half years. He's responsible for guiding  the business in making its supply chains and products more sustainable. Before joining M&S he worked as an environmental consultant. 

James McKecnie
Group Waste Manager

J Sainsbury plc

James previously worked in multimedia before taking a career change to be involved with making better use of resources. He went to college to study for a BSc in Environmental Science and an MSc in Waste Management before taking up his current position with Sainsbury's.
Richard Swanell

Deputy Programme Director
Envirowise
Richard Swannell helps manage the UK Government’s Envirowise programme.  He is responsible for a team, which promotes the use of technologies that save money and the environment.  He has been particularly active in developing practical guidance on cleaner design and on waste minimisation in the retail sector. This has found that good environmental performance improves competitiveness.
Ian Blythe

Group Environmental Manager

The Boots Company
Joined Boots in 1990 after 14 years experience of pollution control management within the water industry. A qualified environmental auditor, became Group Environmental Manager in October 1997.

Responsible for developing and implementing corporate environmental strategy, and providing expertise and best practice advice across a diverse group of business units - including retailing, manufacture, logistics and property/facilities management.
Hilary Thompson

Social Responsibility Manager

B&Q
Hilary has worked for B&Q for 13 years, both as a Store Manager and a Buyer. She joined the Social Responsibility team in 2000, when she took up a role liasing between the Commercial teams and the Social Responsibility Team, to ensure these key areas worked together to deliver the businesses key objectives.

Hilary in particular focuses on supply chains, and Timber issues, whilst her wider team focuses on environmental research and individual product and supplier issues.  

David Croft
Quality & Consumer Affairs Director

The Co-operative Group
David Croft heads up the Co-operatvie Group's retail technical and consumer care team with responsibilities for product and supply chain policy and standards for food and non-food in grocery and department stores. Ethical and fair trade are key parts of this. He is also a Director of the ETI.

Jonathon Porritt

Chairman 

Uk Sustainable Development Commission
Jonathon Porritt is Programme Director of Forum for the Future and Chairman of the UK Sustainable Development Commission)

Jonathon Porritt, Co-Founder and Programme Director of Forum for the Future, is a leading writer, broadcaster and commentator on sustainable development. Partly as a result of the kind of approach he has been pursuing through the Forum, Jonathon was appointed by the Prime Minister as Chairman of the new UK Sustainable Development Commission in July 2000. This is the Government's principal source of independent advice across the whole sustainable development agenda.  In addition, he has been a member of the Board of the South West Regional Development Agency since December 1999, and  is Co-Director of The Prince of Wales's Business and Environment Programme which runs Senior Executives' Seminars in Cambridge, Salzburg and the USA. Jonathon is a Trustee of WWF UK, Vice-President of the Socialist Environment Resources Association (SERA). He was formerly Director of Friends of the Earth (1984-90); co-chair of the Green Party (1980-83) of which he is still a member; chairman of UNED-UK (1993-96); chairman of Sustainability South West, the South West Round Table for Sustainable Development (1999-2001). His most recent book is 'Playing Safe: Science and the Environment' (Thames & Hudson 2000).  Jonathon received a CBE in January 2000 for services to environmental protection. 

Dr Alan Knight
Head of Social Responsibility, Kingsfisher

Chairman of ACCPE

Alan Knight is one of the world's most experienced senior managers of environmental and social issues.  His leading role in the UK's business community has been recognised by his public appointments as a Sustainable Development Commissioner and as Chair of the Government's Advisory Committee on Consumer Products and the Environment.

Having been Head of Sustainability at B&Q since 1990, Alan was appointed to be Head of Social Responsibility at the parent company, Kingfisher plc, in December 2000.  In this capacity he is responsible for co-ordinating social and environmental policies across the Kingfisher group of more than twenty companies in fifteen countries. 

Alan Knight has practical experience of managing a wide range of issues, but is best known for his work on sourcing sustainable timber and on developing new techniques of supply chain management.

Dr Caroline Jackson MEP

Caroline Jackson is a Member of the European Parliament with the British Conservative Party and the EPP-ED. She formerly represented Wiltshire North and Bath, but is now one of seven MEPs to represent the new larger South West region, although she has special responsibility for Wiltshire, Gloucestershire and Cornwall. She has been an MEP since 1984, and was elected top of the regional list in the last European Elections in June 1999.

She holds the post of Chair of the European Parliament’s Committee on Environment, Health and Consumer Protection, and was Deputy Chair of the Conservative MEPs in the European Parliament from 1997 to 1999. In 1998 she was the first MEP to chair a session of the Conservative Party conference.

Born in 1946 in Penzance, Cornwall, she was educated in Penzance and at St Hugh’s College and Nuffield College, Oxford. She studied Classics and History, and was awarded an Oxford Doctorate in Philosophy after completing a thesis on 19th century politics. She is a former Research Fellow of St Hugh’s College.

An active member of the Environment, Health and Consumer Protection Committee, she was responsible for the Parliament’s report on the new directive on landfill policy, and previously been responsible for reports on product safety, food additives, and on the use of live animals in experiments. She is also Vice-Chair of the European Parliament’s Committee on EU relations with South Africa.

Caroline Jackson is a Director of Peugeot (UK) Ltd, and a Board Member of the Institute for European Environmental Policy in London.

Outside politics, principal interests include archaeology, gardening, music, painting, and walking the long-distance footpaths of England.

She is married to Robert Jackson, MP for Wantage.

Publications:
Europe and Animal Welfare (Cambridge, 1988)



A Young Person’s Guide to Europe (1996)



The End of the Throwaway Society? (1998)

Helen McDermott

Executive, Food Safety & Environment
Food & Drink Federation
Helen McDermott has a Msc. in Environmental Technology from Imperial College Centre for Environmental Technology, University of London.  She joined the Food and Drink Federation in 1998 and works as an executive in the Scientific and Regulatory Affairs Division with responsibility for food safety and environmental issues.

